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De'VIA
(Deaf View/Image Art)

Introduction
In 1971, Betty G. Miller began expi g her Deaf i thmugh her painti and drawings. Smcc

then her worh has inspired nvenl Denf visual agtists to create -mrl: ased op_their jenc; T
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never really caMe to any formal decision,

the opportq for to fMllll“R A‘A alla t Unigersi| oc mng
em W hlt af Art?™ This forksl Xpression: T th ¢!
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Thcn were 9 vuual artists mvolved Betty G. Mnllcr, Ed D paintel P-ul

.loh :ul Debagr: enst I h. hi: Chyek Bai inter; Guy Wonder, sculptor;
Alc xle, nter, di In| -Vu icll fibe ly Cr , fi artis! d Lal Yok Ho, video artist.
videcfaped tire| ys oftlle works: ) pul of t hn W, y
°

ave an in-depth discussion on our experiences as
ate any common eleme

e of,
elop a visual manifesto,
lop n written manifest.
Dunn the workshop, the nmu worked, ary ued bnted consider: ollnborucd ;nd finally came to an
T gre @rmal eleme: teru x-w A6
De'VIA, e lvcd ol of uch iscussion fon th ive rMerits of Englph or an ASL name. The
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ﬁnnl name, though a combination of the two, has the natural flow of ASL as the predominate consideration.

Manj festo
Y R AD“{ artists percepeing bkﬂéjn u{ nencJ It w formal art elenS A V O
with tfe inteftion™of ing innate c or p unl af ex ence. ese experiences may include Deaf

metaphors, Deaf perspectives, and Deaf insight in with the en: (both the natural world, and Deaf
cultural environment), spiritual and everyday life.
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De'VIA can be identified by formal elements such as Deaf artists’ possible tendency to use contrasting colors
and values, intense colors, contrasting textures. It may also most often include a centralized focus, with exaggeration
or emphasis on facial features, especially eyes, mouths, ears, and hands. Currently, Deaf artists tend to work in human
scale with these i and not te the space around these elements.

There is a difference between Deaf artists and De'VIA. Deaf artists are those who use art in any form, media,
or subject matter, and who are held to the same artistic standards as other artists, De'VIA is created when the artist
intends to express their Deaf experience through visual art. De'VIA may also be created by deafened or hearing artists,
if the intention is to create work that is born of their Deaf experience (a possible example would be a hearing child of
Deaf parents). It is clearly possible for Deaf artists not to work in the area of De'VIA.

While applied and decorative apts
exaggeration of specific features), this
(painting, sculp , drawing, ph
fiber arts, ceramics, neon, and colla;

e quplities of De'VIA (high contrast, centralized focus,
ritten to cover the traditional fields of visual fine arts
1l as alternative medu when, used u fine args such as
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In Courtesy of Nancy Creighton for De‘VIA Central Facebook
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